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RSUA welcomes the opportunity to respond to the consultation on the All-Ireland Strategic
Rail Review. The organisation believes the policy approach in taking all factors of the
benefits of rail into consideration rather than seeking to address individual rail links is the
right approach and will contribute to outcomes that benefit not just users of the rail network
but will have a positive impact on other aspects of public policy such as spatial planning.

Promoting public transport over private car use has the potential to remove two million
tonnes of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere every year. It is important that rail fleet
utilised on any amended or re-opened tracks are operating as environmentally friendly as
possible, not just the Enterprise lines which are due to be electrified by 2035.

Productivity

The opportunity to work whilst travelling is an important consideration when commuters
chose their preferred mode of transport. The accessibility of rail connections from home to a
place of work via intercity rail is a real benefit for workers. The ability to be productive on the
inward journey cannot be undertaken by car or bus shouldn’t be underestimated. With good
rail, commuters are able to take less frequent and more productive journeys in a changing
working environment where workers are not situated in a static environment.

Facilities

It is important to consider the need for stable and high-speed broadband on rail journeys to
complement the smoothness of journeys if we are to promote the benefits of rail over road
travel.

Attractiveness of rail v car

If passengers had access to a high-speed rail connection, travellers would see the relative
attraction of rail connectivity. A car journey from Belfast to Dublin Airport has seen significant
road upgrades in the last number of years making the route safer and less time-consuming.

Investment in the rail network across the island must be geared towards promoting a rail
network that is faster and more comfortable than driving.

Demographic changes

Across the island, projections show there will be an increase in the population in the next
decade. Investment in the rail network now will avoid an increase in car journeys and
reduce the resulting emissions. It is important that future planning incorporates the need for
the rail network to cope with increasing passengers.

As people are living longer, it will be important to provide older people with a transport
system that meets their needs and is accessible and safe.



Development

Rail presents an opportunity to encourage compact development in towns and cities in more
stable development patterns. When developing the future rail network, cognisance will need
to be given to all elements of infrastructure to facilitate integrated connectivity in stations as

well as the fleet.

Consideration should be given to addressing protecting cycle and walking routes for those
who are walking or cycling to their destination.



